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The Elro Pawprint
Getting into College:
A Bidding War?

of course, the tuition that would have to be paid
once you get into a school. This is just the miniBy Kyra Gembka
mum of expenses and the list could probably go
on endlessly. If America is the land of opportuOn the news, in magazines, in the mail and even nity, why is it becoming so difficult for people to
on subways , the most stress inducing word that have equal opportunities in the admissions prowe will hear or see throughout our high school cess? After all, college education is the basis of
lives follows us: college. During middle school our future careers and if we are not given equal
the whole idea of moving away from our fami- chances in getting the education we want, how
lies to begin life on our own seemed completely are we ever going to get equal opportunities in
unrealistic, but now it real and it is extremely career choices?
hard. Everywhere there are stories about how
competitive this system has become and how What do you think?: Send us an email at eldifficult it has become to master it. In the book ropawprint@yahoo.com or drop it off in our
The Overachievers by Alexandra Robbins, there mailbox in the office telling us whether you think
are numerous stories of privileged teens who pay the college admissions process is giving equal
their way through the system by hiring personal opportunities to applicants or not.
tutors, applying to as many colleges as they want
with no regard for cost and even hiring personal
college counselors in order to face this battle
which all college- bound teens take part in. If
these fortunate high school students with every
college preparation opportunity at their fingertips
are having immense difficulty to successfully get
into the college of their choice, how is it even
possible for students without these opportunities at grasp to do it? Has the college admissions
process become a bidding war? Think about all
the expenses which most college acceptances
require, taking the SAT, taking AP exams(since
some colleges look for students to take AP classes), SAT prep courses, college applications, and
A Lunch Suggestion
Beanocchio’s
Beanocchio’s
serves a variety

Ask Alayna

Dear Alayna,
	I just moved here and have been doing
well, but due to trouble at home, I can’t seem to
stay focused when in school. I don’t know what to
do. DO you have any advice?				
Sincerely,
Confused
Dear Confused,
Because I don’t know the entire situation,
there’s not much I can say. My only advice for you
is to stay strong and try hard not to let your home
life interfere with your academic life. I wish you
luck and hope you can cope. If you want to tell
me more about the situation, let me know and I’ll
give you some more advice, but for right now, all
I can say is hang in there. Also, try doing different
things. That may help as well; you may find that
listening to music keeps you focused, or a particular room in your house or at the library. Try these
things and write back if your still having trouble
adjusting. Just remember, I’m here to help.
Xoxo Alayna
Dear Alayna,
	I’m stressed out from school, because I
am doing poorly in all my subjects. I do not know
what to do. I am trying so hard. I go to all the
extra help sessions, and I do all the extra credit
that is offered, but I am still doing poorly. Do you
have any advice on how I can stop from stressing
out?
11th Grade Dropout?

Dear 11th Grade Dropout,
School can be very stressful, especially
11th grade. If you are giving 100% of yourself
(studying at home and doing the extra credits)
Chloe Sobel and Chelsea Getz
then that is all you can do. Also don’t go into
of food from
a test with a negative attitude. If you think that
pastries to enBeanocchio’s is possibly the least known of all
you are going to do poorly on the test you are gotrees.
the restaurant’s surrounding ElRo, yet it offers
ing to take it will bring your morale down. This
better food and service than most other places to numerous kinds; Beanocchio’s serves everything might make you not do as well on the test. As for
eat nearby. The cafe, which is less than a block from the chocolate chip-laden Black-and-White the stress, on the weekend set some time to relax.
away from the school on York Avenue between muffin to the standard blueberry muffin.
Sit back, relax, and do not worry about school.
76th and 75th Streets, serves a variety of food
Maybe do something that you love doing that you
from coffee to bagels, all for reasonable prices. Beanocchio’s also serves fresh salads and sand- haven’t done in a while. This might bring down
wiches. Customers can ask for whatever they your stress. Also don’t procrastinate on projects.
The restaurant itself is small, with a relaxed at- want to be put on their salads, but most sand- If you do that brings a lot of stress on yourself.
mosphere. It is a quiet cafe with few downsides. wiches are made beforehand unless the customer
Xoxo, Alayna
The service is quick, depending on what is or- specifically asks for a certain kind of sandwich.
Dear ElRo Students and Staff,
dered, and it is an ideal place to go for lunch or
quiet study time.
The prices at Beanocchio’s are reasonable.
They charge similar prices for muffins and ba- I was slightly disappointed at the reactions that
The coffee is of the same standard of the Star- gels as the Bagel Co. across the street, but there we received of the first issue of this year. Many
bucks close by and, for those who prefer tea, are often inconsistencies in the set prices. They teachers really liked it, but I heard quite a few
Beanocchio’s offers a variety of flavors of tea. sometimes charge more if the customer asks complaints from the other side of the school’s
Muffins and cookies are also a must for custom- for something specific, like sugar-free syrup in population (the students). It was not the comers, as well as the doughnuts. Muffins come in their latte instead of regular syrup, or turkey on ments received that irks me as much as the lack
their sandwich instead of ham. This seems to be of action that followed it. My goal is for The
the only downside of their prices, because they Pawprint to be the voice of the students, represometimes charge ridiculous prices for simple senting our student body in every way—morally,
changes, such as six dollars for a bagel with ham politically, and literally. If we do not take advanthat would otherwise have cost one-fifty. Other tage of the power given to us in a student publithan that, the cost of food there is very practical. cation, how is our voice to be respected by other
groups that surround it? Aesop said that “when
Overall, Beanocchio’s is a good place to go for all is said and done, more is said than done.” Our
lunch, due to its location, prices, service, and school may be academic, sure, but to take that
extra step to becoming acknowledged, we need
food quality.
to be active.

Here are an
assortment
of pastries
Need help editing a paper?
Have any questions about your english class?

Come to The Writing Center!
Improve your literary skills!
3:00 to 4:00 (can be extended depending on need)
Honest opinions from students like you!
We’ll help you edit anything!

On a lighter note, I am proud to present the third
issue of The Pawprint. Every issue is another
step closer to a consistent and respected publication that many (if not all) students and teachers
of this school want to see. I’m sure everyone is
excited for both the New Year, and the upcoming break that we all will enjoy (except for the
part with vacation assignments, which most of
us will be starting in the last day or so of freedom). Again, any comments or contributions
will be gladly accepted at elropawprint@yahoo.
com or in the newspaper drop-box in the main
office. Happy Holidays and good luck with any
New Year’s resolutions.
Wishing all the best,
Isabel Stern, Editor-in-Chief
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THE GREATEST RAPPER OF ALL TIME
By Natty Abbot

BEOWULF

A Review by Isabel Stern

I loved Beowulf when I read it in ninth grade, unlike many students I’ve talked to. I was extremely excited when I heard it would be coming out
as a movie, which I first learned in early 2006.
Still, I couldn’t imagine what it would be like
between Grendel’s mother being the vixen-ish
Angelina Jolie and Robert Zemeckis, the director of the frosty flop The Polar Express, directing
Notorious B.I.G., 2Pac, Nas, and Jay-Z are considered by many as being the greatest rappers ever, it. I was even more shocked when I learned of its
but it’s the definition of the title “rapper” that has the greatest affect on these common consider- PG-13 rating. We are talking about the bloody
ations. To me, a rapper is someone who only exists on vinyl, tape, CD, MP3, or any other types of epic, the fantastically gruesome text of the dark
audio format. A tight music video, a dope clothing line, a beef with another artist, or a surprisingly ages. The trailers alone projected the drastic degood acting job in a movie all mean absolutely nothing to me. Even well produced beats, (although viation of the original plot, with Beowulf as a
difficult to keep out of the equation) should have no affect on how a rapper should be rated. A pro- warrior-king.
ducer makes the beats, an actor acts in movies, a designer creates clothing lines, a director makes
music videos, and a cow has beef, not a rapper.
I was pleasantly surprised. If you are one that
happened to like Grendel by John Gardener, you
Rappers certainly tend to rely on everything that I’ve mentioned, but should it lower a rapper’s rat- will absolutely love this film. If not, Beowulf’s
ing if he doesn’t? In the “98 Freestyle,” Big L does take a couple of seconds to plug his new album heroics will not disappoint as the actor (or aniand tell listeners to watch out for the release of the “Ebonics” track, but he spends the majority of his mation, rather) squeezes every bit of hero juice
interview spitting his lyrics to some beats supplied by the radio station. Big L didn’t go with “98
out of his lines. Fittingly rich and overdramatic
Freestyle” at the radio station because it was a track on his upcoming album and he wanted to give in the hero’s actions, Zemeckis captures both the
listeners a preview in hope that this would encourage them to go out and cop the album. Big L de- drunken cheer and stoic demeanor of the times.
livered “98 Freestyle” because he was a rapper, and that’s what he wanted to do, rap. This single- Except when Beowulf sheds a tear at the end,
take, rough and raw sounding track was later put on he album because it was simply too ill to pass but I could overlook that. Zemeckis was equally
up on.
lewd as he was violent in portraying the epic
and I was even further surprised that the film reIf you agree with my definition of the title “rapper”, then I doubt you would disagree with where I ceived a PG- 13 rating and not R, as it contained
rank Big L among the greatest rappers ever. Even if you’ve been Rakim’s number one fan since he what I would say more violence and blood than
grabbed a microphone, or if you’ve memorized every Method Man verse from every Wu-Tang Clan 300 or Kill Bill.
track, just put some Big L on right now, and re-read this article.
The original text and new derivations were balAre We Learning for Life or for College?
anced perfectly, and what Zemeckis wanted to
By Jade Polay
take from the epic was done it spitting-image
As I sit here on this frigid Saturday morning nearing the end of November,
style. The scene where Beowulf defeats Grenprocrastinating the completion of my Thanksgiving AP homework assignments,
del was an exact replica of my mental picture
I reflect on the process that allowed me to apply for these courses. I vividly
when I read the text, down to the words uttered
remember anxiously awaiting my acceptance letter to these courses, and this
by Grendel and Beowulf, and Beowulf’s very
prompted me to consider how I chose them in the first place. I remember entering
nude victory. The ridiculous notions of the epic
high school as a naïve freshman, somewhat uneasy, yet eager to engage
were heightened throughout the movie, giving it
apply myself, and challenge myself in a rigorous atmosphere. Prior to entering high school, I became
a good, exaggerated, very storyteller-like edge.
aware of the Advance Placement program on account of my brother who is currently a sophomore in
college. Upon my entrance, I promised myself that I would become a part of this program. I decided
If there was one thing negative about the film,
that I would apply to AP Psychology and AP Literature and Composition, both courses, of which I
it was the blatantly obvious symbolism. Basham currently enrolled in now, because I have always been passionate about reading and writing, I
ing Christianity like a Pixar film bashes AmeriContinued on Page 4
cans, Zemeckis goes out of his way to make a
Scandalous Schoolgirl
ers first, she soon will also look like the kids burning cross pop up about every five seconds,
A Satire by Lydia Husni
from third world countries. Hot.
along with some negative connotations of the
Winter Break is already coming up but the richest
“new Christian God-man of the Romans.” Not
of ElRo high have already begun their vacations While everyone was running to their class a to mention the ever present cross adorning the
and their share of parties. With snow sprinkling thick framed and bushy eyebrowed freshman cowardly traitor, Unferth. And then let’s throw
the Big Apple, Uggs are a mandatory accesso- was drooling over M her locker. She tried to un- in some dialogue about how war is the ultimate
ry to fight the New York slush. While the other lock her locker but was turning the wrong lock. evil, even when you are being attacked by nuschools are boring themselves with the heap of M glared at her with his gorgeous green eyes and merous barbarian tribes. Somewhere in the final
last minute study sessions for AP classes, doing thick brown hair and winked. Then he was seen climax, Beowulf mutilates himself by severing
projects, and filling out last minute College ap- twenty minutes later asking for a sophomore’s his arm for the greater good. Coincidentally, it’s
plications, students in ElRo are done with their number. This playboy is getting on Santa’s his left arm that he severed from his body, just
work and ready for a break filled with love, fun naughty list.
as he severed Grendel’s left arm from his body.
and of course, gossip.
Way to be discreet.
Like all juicy stories, they come from parties.
At 4th period, S made history class more interest- So stay tuned to see what happen to S, G, and Despite my criticism,
ing when she was cheating on a test with J while M when G’s parents are throwing a Christmas Beowulf is still an amagiving flirty nudges. As her pretty blond hair was party at their house. Since her parents believe in zing movie to see, espetrying to cover her eyes, another set of eyes were quasi-European idea that the more access kids cially in 3-D. The few
filled with envy. Turns out G was jealous of S for have to alcohol, the less likely they are to abuse extra dollars they make
spending time with G’s gorgeous boyfriend, M. it. So they’ll be drinking all they want, as long you pay for it is compS was wearing a metallic mini dress with killer as they maintain their grades and their looks and letely worth it. Even if
high-heel boots and G was staring through her didn’t embarrass themselves or the family by you weren’t a fan of the
burgundy Prada glasses. Rawr.
failing a quiz, getting a stain on their designer book, I’m sure you’ll
clothes, and forgetting to do their homework. like the movie as ZemAt lunch S ditched her usual lunch crew to go on The same thing went for everything else, like sex eckis adds innumerable plot twists and modern
a “tutor session” for chemistry with M. S learned or drugs—as long as you keep up with appear- themes to reinvent and update the epic. I’d recabout attraction, bonding and replacements from ances, everyone’s perfect.
ommend this to everyone. However, if you’re
M. Didn’t know they had personal sessions in
squeamish, you may not want the 3-D effects
the corner of the libraries? G on the other hand You know you love me,
and a pillow to hide behind would definitely be
was running a National Honor Society bake sale
useful. Beowulf left me fully satisfied with the
down at the lobby. G shouldn’t feel bad for othScandalousSchoolgirl
negative fifteen dollars I had just earned.
			
			
			
			
			
			
			

Big L is not just a punch line, freestyling rapper; He is a lyrical master. 		
With an insanely quick and precise flow, literally every Big L track belongs
in a league alone and above the others. “98 Freestyle” was recorded during
a live radio session with Stretch and Bobbito. The track is obviously not a
“freestyle,” (not even Big L could come up with those bars off the top of his
dome); However, these written lyrics are still pure genius, and the live, onetake delivery is absolutely flawless.
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Interview with Ms. Altadonna
By Caroline Handel

Q:What college did you attend?
A:I attended Oneonta State, and then transferred
to Brooklyn State. I really enjoyed my college
experience. It was a lot of fun for me.
Q: Was that school your first choice?
A: I don’t know. I didn’t really have one, I
don’t think. Like I said, college was something
I liked.
Q:Where else did you work before you came to
Elro?
A:The last job I had was at another school, in
Brooklyn. Before that, I was a bookkeeper in a
law firm in Manhattan.
Q: Wow, that sounds interesting
A: It was, for a while anyway, than it got a bit
boring.
Q: What aspects do you stress when you are
teaching?
A: I try to put emphasis on a lot of things. I want
my students to be able to think independently.
I try to teach them acceptance of other groups
with different backgrounds. I’d like to give them
some kind of new perspective.
Q: Well as your student I can say your doing
well. What academic aspects do you stress?
Things like names and dates?
A: Important facts are a part of the process, so I
would have to say yes. I put a lot of emphasis
OBITUARY OF AN OVERWORKED
STUDENT
A Satire by Isabel Stern

Though the streets and local Starbucks are filled
with holiday cheer, a sad occasion plagues the
Eleanor Roosevelt High School on the Upper
East Side this week. Just Monday, a bright, young
student passed away. Her mother found her at
her desk; face down in her history textbook drool
spilling from her mouth. Teachers and peers
described her as “one of the smartest students to
walk the halls” and she was commonly known as
the triple A student with an amazing work ethic.
In her junior year, Jordan Featherston was one of
the most promising students, scoring in the 99th
percentile on her PSATs.

on geography. I think it’s extremely important.
Q: How do you separate your political beliefs
from objective teaching? Is it hard for you?
A: That’s one of the hardest parts of the job. I
try to give all sides of the story, and teach that
everyone has a point. I end up playing devil’s advocate a lot; I want my students to figure things
out on their own, and to form their own opinions
independent of what I personally think. I usually
don’t tell students those details about myself until the end of the year.
Q: Is it particularly hard for you, not to give your
own opinion?
A: It’s extremely hard. Sometimes, the class will
discuss a topic I’m really invested in, and I want
to say what I think, but I need to let [students]
form their own views. I try very hard to give my
students some common sense.
Q: Did you opt to become the law team advisor,
or was it not your choice?
A: I opted for it. I started one at the last school I
worked at, and did it for four years. I started it
here about three and a half years ago.
Q: Is it something you enjoy participating in?
A: Absolutely. It’s one of the, if not the most
rewarding experience I could have asked for. I
love seeing students, with no political or legal
experience or background become excited about
what we discuss. I have old students in lawschool
contact me and say “you did this for me!” It’s did

one of the best parts of the job.
Q: Did you have something like the law team in
you high school? Were you on it?
A: I did have one. Unfortunately, I lived far away
from my school, and their meetings lasted well
into the evening. I wouldn’t have been able to
get home, so I couldn’t participate.
Q: In all honesty, do you enjoy teaching?
A: I absolutely love what I do. There’s always
a new challenge, some kind of excitement.
There’s always some kind of new excitement to
be found.
Q: What did you want to be when you were
younger?
A: I wanted to be a lawyer for a long time. I almost wound up going to law school. Before that,
I wanted to be a photographer. When I was really
young, I wanted to be a ballerina. I took dance
lessons for a few years as a child.
Q: Would you like to be doing something else
other than teaching?
A: Nope. This is it.

Ms. Altadonna in
front of the
famous Roman coliseum

The Importance of Learning History
By Yardley Peresman

The dictionary defines history as the branch of knowledge dealing with past events. We study history
to learn about our ancestors, our world and environment. However, many are skeptical about the
need to study history. They think that studies should focus on the future and present, instead of past
events that we can not change. Though we can not change history, I believe that we can use past
occurrences to impact the world today.

In 1905, George Santayana stated, “Those who cannot remember the past are condemned to repeat
it.” Santayana was a Spanish philosopher and author who studied the reason and realities of life. I
agree with Santayana’s statement and I believe that history can positively impact the future if people
learn from it. However, many conflicts in present time have been caused by the same mistakes made
throughout history. An example of this is the conflict in Iraq. Since the death of Mohammed, Sunni
and Shi’ite Muslims have been engaged in a bloody civil war. While numerous tribes, empires and
countries have attempted to take over the area, none were completely successful because they could
not overcome the internal strife between the peoples of the area. When the United States invaded
Iraq in 2003, they were faced with the seemingly impossible task of restructuring a country already
divided and conflicted. American and international forces have been unable to control the spiral into
Jordan was top of her class and was always doing
civil war that has been increasing between the religious sects and threatens the safety of our troops,
something with her time, whether it was helping
the Iraqi people and the stability of the whole region. It is important to study recurring mistakes
out at the local nursing home, or tutoring her
throughout history in order to prevent further conflict.
peers at The Writing Center. Her mother said that
Jordan was always working, staying up until four
While the study of history can change and inspire the world, it can have the same impact on the
in the morning doing homework and reports and
individual. History makes me the person that I am and drives me to accomplish my goals .My
sometimes not going to sleep at all. All Jordan
grandmother’s stories of growing up during World War II in England have always educated and
ever wanted in her life was to be accepted into a
moved me. While my grandmother safely left England for America, other members of my family
good college. Her autopsy proved that she died
including my great great grandparents were murdered by Nazi forces in concentration camps. The
of exhaustion, due to her incredible work hours.
story that has affected me the most is about my great grandmother. She had been sending care
A friend noted that Jordan’s positive competitive
packages via the Red Cross to Belgium, where her parents, siblings, nieces and nephews lived.
nature enriched the learning experience and
When she went to deliver another package, the Red Cross told her that there was no point in sending
challenged her classmates to excel as she did.
anything anymore— all of her family was most likely dead. When she turned around to go home,
my grandmother saw a tear going down her cheek but she stayed strong and composed. My great
Though the world remains happy, the community
grandmother is an inspiration to me and I now feel that I have an obligation to my family to succeed
here is a little sadder and a little less bright
and prevail through any obstacles, as she did. When the Holocaust began, Hitler and the Nazis
because Jordan’s academic light no longer shines
thought that they could wipe out the Jewish religion and all of their accomplishments. I want to
on the Upper East Side. Remember the girl
prove that though millions of Jewish people were killed, their legacy remains strong. It is very
who tried and whose light simply extinguished.
important for me to honor my ancestors who had their lives stolen from them. I am diligent in school
Remember the girl who gave her all so that she
because I want to make them proud and make a difference. I believe that if I work hard, I can use
would live up to the expectations of Eleanor
my education and will to prevent global conflict. I remember the past and am willing to commit my
Roosevelt High School. Remember the girl who
future to preventing further atrocities from occurring in our world.
gave everything for a good résumé and academic
grades. Remember Jordan Featherston.
It is important to study the history of our world. Every aspect of our lives today has been changed
and modified by history. To advance and progress in the future, we first need to fully comprehend
our past. History affects everything from the relationships between peoples to territorial settlings.
The remnants of
It can also affects ones goals and aspirations. History is more than the study of our past. It is the
Jordan’s book
exploration into a world that undergoes continuous change daily. It is the retelling of transformations
collection
that have changed lives and inspired new beginnings. In order to live in a world of peace and
prosperity, we need to understand how our world became what it is today. History will guide our
world into a new era.
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What would we be without
Technology?
By Mei Nga Wang

Technology has changed our lives so much and
it’s constantly changing every single day. It’s
amazing how different our lives would be without
things like our cellphones, Ipods, or computers.
We have come to rely on these material things
so much that it would almost be like the end of
the world if they were taken away. I know that
for me, if my computer broke down, I would
literally burst into tears. But, it’s so ridiculous
how much we rely on some material item just
to get through the day. People are either talking
on their cellphones or listening to their Ipods. I
mean, technology is a good thing up to a point,
but not when we start relying on it almost as
much as we rely on food.
Technology not only affects people, it also
affects companies, and since technology is
always changing, so is our economy. Newspaper
companies are in competition with the Internet
nowadays, because instead of spending money
on a newspaper for the news, people can just
search it up on the Internet. Some students,
instead of actually reading the books assigned in
school, can look on the Internet for summaries of
the chapters instead. I’m not saying that I don’t
occasionally look on Sparknotes for information
on the things that I don’t understand. But, there
are always good and bad sides to everything. The
Internet can inform but it can also be used as a
form of cheating. I feel that Internet is one of the
best inventions to be made. We don’t have to go
to the library to do research, we could just

are always good and bad sides to everything.
The Internet can inform but it can also be used
as a form of cheating. I feel that Internet is one
of the best inventions to be made. We don’t
have to go to the library to do research, we
could just search what we need to know and a
bunch of links would show up. The Internet is
wonderful. Life would be impossible if it didn’t
exist. But, I guess I only say that because I don’t
know how life would be without Internet. The
idea of whether video games are good or bad is
very controversial. Some people think that video
games can corrupt children and cause them to
be more violent. It distracts them from their
schoolwork. Others think that it’s a healthy way
for children/teenagers to take out their anger.
Instead of beating some kid up after school,
they could go home and virtually beat someone
up. I feel that video games can be good for you
when you’re mad or stressed. But, too much isn’t
good.

chrismahanukwanzakah
A Commentary By Isabel Stern

It seems that in the world we live in, now more
than ever before, the way we say things and the
way that they are interpreted is more important
than the concepts that we are expressing. We
live in a society that is unfairly judged by race,
religion, and class. No longer is being a minority
a bad thing, as it was in the early sixties and
before: nowadays, being a majority can be the
ultimate disadvantage for a high school student
looking towards their future. When applying to
summer opportunities, I personally have clicked
on countless amazing options only to scroll my
The new Ipod Nano is out! It’s so annoying how eyes down the page and find the little print asking
these companies keep making all these new Ipods what your race is and what your socio-economic
but they stop making the old kinds. This Nano disadvantages are. There is usually a box. I find
comes in a variety of colors and can play videos it oddly disturbing that this is the preliminary
with better quality. But, I personally like the
criteria for anything, especially for applications.
old Nano better because it What happened to the America that is supposed
looked a lot better. It’s so cool to be the ultimate model for a meritocracy?
how fast technology grows.
The old Nano just came out in There is only one answer: it is gone. It has been
2005 and now there’s already a lost in lame attempts to “culture” the American
new one. I bet there’s going to peoples and to increase “diversity.” I am not
be a new Ipod coming out in the at all saying that culture is bad. Rather, I am
next 2 or 3 years.
questioning the need of the American peoples to

latch on to other cultures, mix them all together
in some smorgasbord of influences and call that
Continued from page 2
and I have always been interested in the study of the human mind and how it functions. I remember America. It is possible for a land comprised of
when my fellow classmates were applying for enrollment in the AP classes, and many of them immigrants to gain an independent identity. When
believed admission to these classes would enhance their transcript, increase their GPA’s, and serve defining American culture, some common things
as an indicator to college admissions officers that they were dedicated and hardworking students; usually come to mind: capitalism, republicanism,
and idealism. These are all traits that I would say
thus increasing their chances of being admitted.
are independent of our original British bonds,
Advanced Placement and Honors classes provide a more rigorous and challenging curriculum for much less the ones that have formed over time
students who are interested in the subject at hand and are willing to engage themselves in college from other countries.
level work. However, I know numerous students who completely disregarded their interests, and
applied for these courses. Many students opted to enroll in classes and subjects they were not The reason that America does not form a fully
particularly fond of and believed their involvement would enhance their college application. Has developed identity is because people refuse to
the college admissions process become so competitive that students are willing to compromise their assimilate, believing instead that America is
beliefs, interests, and preferences, in hopes of gaining admission to a highly selective college? Yes, bettered by its multi-cultural influences. In fact,
this tendency to accept the multi-cultural answer
it certainly has, and yes, students most certainly are willing to compromise their interests.
dilutes the American identity. Most Americans
As a student concerned about the admissions process, it would be highly hypocritical and dishonest identify themselves as “Insert country hereon my behalf if I said that I did not consider the benefits of enrolling in such classes. However, I feel American,” when they possess a singular
that some people took this to an extreme, and many students have switched out of their Advanced citizenship. We are all Americans, though we
Placement classes, because they have found the work all too challenging, and quite frankly, boring. may be of different descent, and there is no need
The classes consist of a great deal of reading, regardless of the subject, and a lot of work from the to make this differentiation between descents
textbooks, since the classes solely revolve around taking the AP test in May, to earn college credit. upon classifying ourselves by nationality. To
be blind to race and gender all Americans must
In many ways the college process disgusts me, because students do not pursue their education in classify themselves as such, under a joined and
hopes of improving themselves, but rather enroll in challenging and uninteresting courses as a means singular nationality. Definition is used to limit,
of gaining entrance to a selective college. I also know students who are reluctant to pursue certain not to enlighten nor to liberate.
interests, because they know that dedicating themselves to studying for the standardized tests; SAT,
and ACT, and completing community service will allow them an advantage in the college process. By combining religions and nationalities without
the correlation to our actual belief systems and
An education is a gateway to opportunity and understanding, as cliché as it may sound. Since the citizenships, we disgrace nothing more than
process has become so competitive, many students are loosing sight of the reasons as to why they ourselves and the religions and countries that
are completing their homework, enrolling in advanced classes, and participating in the clubs that we insert into our national identity. We should
they do. The college process is far more competitive than it was when our parents were applying to not have to sacrifice our nationality for political
college, and this added pressure has forced kids to loose sight of themselves, and the reasons as to correctness. We have our own identity. The first
why they are enrolled at school in the first place. I feel that students are seeking to enhance the way step to finding it as a unified nation is by embracing
that they look on paper, rather than wanting to question and discover the world, in order to better our citizenship as the ultimate equalizer.
themselves.
So, when you are filling out your applications for Advanced Placement courses next year, ask
yourself, “Do I really have an interest in this course of study, or, am I merely comprising myself
and my interests to appeal to colleges?” By no means am I advocating not enrolling in the courses,
because they are a great opportunity. However, consider your motives for enrolling in these classes,
especially in regards to your further studies.
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